
PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD 
Wednesday, March 6, 2019  

 
Minutes 

 
CALL TO ORDER: 
Chairman Michael Fasulo called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. in the Town Hall Council 
Chambers, 75 Main Street, Southington, CT. 
 
ROLL CALL: 
Present:  Chairman Michael J. Fasulo, Commissioners Robert E. Galati, Joseph Miceli and Julie 
Portfolio; Director of Recreation David A. Lapreay, Town Engineer Annette Turnquist 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Michael T. DeFeo 
 
There was a quorum.  
 
MINUTES: 
Commissioner Portfolio made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Miceli, to accept the 
minutes of the February 6, 2019 meeting as submitted.  Motion carried with one abstention 
(Galati). 
 
PUBLIC COMMUNICATIONS:   
1. Eagle Scout Project – Kevin Coleman.  Mr. Coleman, 196 Jubilee Drive, Plantsville, spoke to 
the board about his project to build a kiosk at the Western Little League field.  It would be in 
memory of Benjamin Buckley, a seven-year-old who died of a severe asthma attack several years 
ago.  Mr. Coleman was the first recipient of the Benjamin Buckley Award and wanted to do 
something to honor his memory.  The award is given to a player with a love of the game and who 
has integrity.  The kiosk would have information about the award and about Benjamin Buckley.  
Mr. Coleman explained the dimensions and construction of the kiosk.  He was informed that he 
needs a zoning permit since it would be constructed on town-owned land.  The estimated cost is 
$800.  He already has $450 in donations and is awaiting responses from 84 Lumber and Home 
Depot. 
 
Mrs. Turnquist stated that she spoke with the president of the Western Little League and the 
Buckley family and they are okay with the proposal.  In response to a question about any other 
information that may be posted to the sign board at the kiosk (such as league information), Mr. 
Coleman said no, since the information would be covered with Plexiglas.  He also noted that 
league information is posted on their website.   
 
Chairman said he is in favor of going forward with the project as long as Mr. Coleman works 
with Mrs. Turnquist who would make sure all the town rules and regulations are covered.  
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to proceed with the proposal for the kiosk at Western Little 
League as discussed here.  Seconded by Commissioner Miceli and carried. 
 
WRITTEN COMMUNICATIONS & REPORTS: None. 
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REPORT OF DIRECTOR OF RECREATION: 
Mr. Lapreay did not give a detailed program report since he provided that at the last meeting.  
Spring program registrations are underway.  The playground summer camp program online 
registration opened this past Saturday.  There are three sessions. Session 2 filled up in about five 
minutes.  Sessions 1 and 3 have limited space available.  Julia does a great job monitoring the 
site for duplications and overbooking.  It is very popular because of the reasonable price.  In 
response to a question, Mr. Lapreay said we limit registration to two sessions per child in order 
to allow others to register for the program. 
 
This Saturday will be a Hartford Marathon group 5K on the linear trail sponsored by Kinsmen 
Brewery.  They pull all the permits and certificates of insurance.  It is a popular race.  Mrs. 
Turnquist will provide further information in her report. 
 
Mr. Lapreay wanted to let the board know that he and Julia were appointed as Coordinator and 
Assistant Coordinator of the Apple Harvest Festival this year.  He stated that he heard some 
comments regarding their ability to do their regular job and also the festival.  He said that will 
not be a problem.  Commissioner Portfolio commented that there are so many volunteers so the 
coordinators would not be doing every single thing for the festival. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report of the Director of Recreation; seconded 
by Commissioner Portfolio and carried. 
 
REPORT FROM PARKS DEPARTMENT: 
Mrs. Turnquist announced that at Rec Park there will be some maintenance on the wetlands 
watercourse to draw down the pond to repair the walking bridge/dam.  It needs serious attention.  
She has already met with Dave Lavallee about the repairs.  We received the new lift chair for the 
pool and it will be installed when the time comes.   
 
Mrs. Turnquist wanted the board to know about the policy regarding the tennis courts.  The town 
does not clear the snow from the courts.  There is a little bit of damage which the repair company 
believes is due to snow removal.  We lock the gate.  However, one of the foremen found it 
unlocked after the last storm.  We may have to change the lock if an unauthorized person has a 
key. 
 
Memorial Park playscape project is moving along.  The architect is putting together a site plan 
and specs to go out to bid.  There is a meeting this week for the concession rest room building.  
We have money in the budget for it.  She believes we can do a renovate rather than a rebuild.  
Structurally the building seems OK.  We received a new lifeguard chair; the cost was split with 
the Recreation Department.  We are getting quotes to reset loose coping stones around the pool. 
 
Panthorn Park.  We have drainage repairs to do at girls’ soccer league field.  We have the 5K 
race on Saturday and cleared some of the trail for the event, even though we do not usually clear 
the trail.  Eversource will be clearing trees and brush next week and the trail will be closed 
during that time.  In response to a question, Mrs. Turnquist said there are power lines along the 
trail. 
 
General.  Crews have been doing storm clean-up.  When we can we will continue with brush 
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cutting.  Mrs. Turnquist wants to get Evergreen in for some tree work, such as clearing dead 
limbs at the parks and raising up branches on the Green.  We will work together with them. 
 
The diseased trees at Rec Park will be removed.  We may be able to do it ourselves since they 
are not very large.  If needed, we will get Evergreen to assist.  Mrs. Turnquist would appreciate 
any input from the board as to what type of trees to put in their place, probably something 
decorative.  We have some time since planting would not take place till the fall. 
 
Commissioner Galati made a motion to accept the report from the Parks Department; seconded 
by Commissioner Miceli and carried. 
 
REPORT ON PARKS FROM COMMISSIONERS:  None. 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
1. Budget Subsidies.  Commissioner Galati asked for some info on the league subsidies 
conversation since he was absent for that discussion.  Chairman explained that the budget was 
not reduced but 20% of the league subsidies would be reallocated to a new line in the budget that 
would be used for children’s programs at the discretion of Mr. Lapreay and the board. 
 
2. Playscape Surface.  Commissioner Portfolio gave more information which she obtained from a 
friend in North Haven and other research on rubberized playscape surfaces.  She wanted to bring 
it to the attention of the board that there may be health risks with some rubberized surfaces.  Mrs. 
Turnquist said she will ask the architect who is preparing the specs now what is being specified.  
She noted that the architect has a lot of experience with playscapes so is most likely very familiar 
with the rubberized surface materials.  Mr. Lapreay added that he had not heard of any problems 
with solid surfaces.  Commissioner Miceli believed that the material that is colored (not black 
like a tire) must be encapsulated which could give further protection.  The architect should be 
able to resolve the question. 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, Commissioner Galati made a motion to 
adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Miceli.  Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 
      Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
      Patricia Berardinelli 
      Recording Secretary 


